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THE NEW JERSEY TRAINING 
SCHOOL. 


‘*Is the Training School a State in- 
stitution?’’ is so often asked that a 
definition of the relationship of our 
School to the State and the people of 
New Jersey, should be made. 

Until the year 1888 the State of New 
Jersey had been sending her feeble- 
minded dependents to the institutions 
at Elwyn, Pa., and Lakeville, Conn. 
In June of that year nearly one hun- 
dred citizens of this State, seeing the 
necessity of some place nearer home 
where this class might be properly 
trained and eared for—joined them- 
selves to form an association, the ob- 
ject of which is ‘‘the care, nurture, 
maintenance and education of feeble- 
minded girls and boys.’’ The Associa- 
tion at once incorporated under an 
act of the legislature relating to associ- 
ations not for pecuniary profit. 

The Associaton has two boards, elee- 
ted annually by them. One, of Diree- 
tors who are charged with the general 
management of the School and a board 
of Lady Visitors which, through its 
monthly visiting committees, thorough- 
ly inspects the Institution and reports 
to the Directors at their quarterly 
meeting. There are thirteen members 
in each board. 

The Association has always been a 
voluntary one—the members econtrib- 
uting five dollars per annum toward 
the support of the work. It will thus 
be seen that the School is in no sense 
a private institution but a great public 
charity. No compensation is received 
by anyone connected with the School 
except as salaries for services rendered 
by the regular employes. 

The Association members, through 
their efforts, have secured the funds 
wherewith to purchase the 170 


acres composing our grounds and to 
build the commodious and _ suitable 
buildings in which our work is condue- 
ted. This is all the result of charity, 
for the State never has made—and is, 
by its constitution, prohibited from 
making—appropriations for its endow- 
ment or development. 

The reason is that the Institution 
does not belong either in part or as a 
whole to the State and no branch of 
the State government dictates its policy. 

The State sends tothe School a large 
number of pupils for whom it pays a 
per capita per annum sum—just as any 
parent would. 

The amount the State may pay is 
substantially fixed by the Governor 
and has constantly been less than the 
full amount authorized by law for this 
purpose. As a child’s training makes 
it more efficient, the amount of its 
maintenance is lessened and the bal- 
ance of the allowance goes to the ad- 
mission of still other children. 


It will therefore be seen that the 
Training School is neither a State nor 
a private institution but a wide-reach- 
ing publie philanthropy which, by de- 
pending upon charity for its equip- 
ment, is able to care for and train, to 
at least some degree of usefulness, this 
great class of the dependents of the 
commonwealth, more economically 
than the State could possibly do it it- 
self and at the same time keeps alive 
the spirit of benevolence and charity 
in the hearts of the citizens of the 
State. 
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One of our thoughtful friends sent 
us a check for $5.00 a few days ago—to 
be put to the publishing of our paper— 
saying that he knew how much good 
it would do and wanted to contribute 
to its usefulness. 
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OUR LITTLE FOLKS ENTERTAIN. 


God said “Suffer little children to 
come unto me and forbid them not, for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.”’ 
The Training School in its bounteous 
love and ever thoughtful, tender, 
patient watchfulness over these little 
ones, protecting and guiding their 
footsteps and making their lives one 
endless day of happiness, is but the 
carrying out of God’s great plan. 

When these little ones first come to 
us timid, diffident, shrinking, frighten- 
ed perhaps at the strange faces about 
them, our first thought is to make 
them happy and at home, and while 
we are thinking just how, little play- 
mates come and say ‘‘Howard likes 
you,”’ or “‘I like you girlie,’’ and the 
stranger is immediately at home, for 
our children make friends easily. 
Another hour passes and we find the 
child, one of them, happy and at play. 

Our Kindergarten Class numbers 
twenty-eight little children, ages 
ranging from five to ten years. 

Many of these children often receive 
boxes of ‘‘goodies’’ from home. Usually 
these boxes arrive on special days, as 
their own birthdays, Christmas, Easter 
ete. 

At this Easter time we decided that 
the Kindergarten children should give 
a really and truly party all themselves, 
‘‘like the big folks,’’ as they expressed 
it. Soon April 2nd at7 P. M. all of 
the children, dressed in their prettiest 
were taken to ‘‘Garrison Hall’? where 
a few of their special friends, little 
Carol being one of their guests, were 
assembled to greet them. 

They had music, songs, games and a 
grand march, after which dainty re- 
freshments were served, consisting of 
ice cream, fancy cakes and candy. 

Lyn C. provided the ice cream, 
his mother having sent money with 
the desire that Lyn and his little 
friends have a treat. 

Harry L. brought his nice Easter 
eake eovered with eggs, chickens, 
rabbits, ete. And Hayden A. his box 
of candy. Just as we were getting 
ready for refreshments, Hayden softly 
stole to the matron’s side and whisper 





ed ‘‘didn’t bring Ya-den’s eandy over.”’ 
Of course after that Hayden’s candy 
composed a part of the Menu. 

The party ended at 8.30 and 
a more touching scene would be hard 
to picture than these thirty little 
children, pure and childish, dressed in 
snowy white, gathered about the 
piano singing their— 

*“GOOD-NIGHT SONG.” 

Up to thee my thanks would rise, 
Thou Lord of earth, and sea, and skies, 
Thou Lord, my Father, and my Guide, 
Where’er I roam, where’er abide. 
Here within this dear retreat, 
Thy helpful blessing I entreat. 
Oh, see my weakness, make me strong, 
And bless me in my evening song. 
Now I lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 
If I should die before | wake, 
I pray the Lord my soul to take. 


A. F. M. 
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PRIVATE PUPILS. 

The Training School hasa number of 
private pupils not only from New Jer- 
sey, but from a number of other 
States as well. 

We have the equipment here to 
properly eare for and train children 
of all grades of backwardness and 
feeble-mindedness. Our cottage sys- 
tem enables us to have a thorouch . 
classification, thus preventing the in- 
discriminate mixing of children of 


): 
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different mentality. 

Our school is especially built to care 
for these children; every school-room, 
shop, cottage, ete., is arranged for a 
specifie purpose, and therefore every 
facility is found for doing the best 
work. 

Our teachers and trainers are ex- 
perts in their lines of training and are 
also adapted for this kind of werk. 
This is shown by the results obtained. 

We invite parents conti mplating 
placing their children in a school of 
this character to visit us, and leok 
thoroughly into our methods and fa- 
cilities. Children upon entering are 
given a eareful physical and mental 


. . . ‘ 
examination. Wherever the services 


ot our staff of consultants ean 1} 
value they are 


1 1 OF 
called into requisition. 
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So many requests have come for ex- 
tra copies of the April number on ae- 
‘**New Laws”’ 
that 


the edition was quickly exhausted and 


count of the articles on 


and*‘Summer School for Teachers’ 


still the requests continue to come in. 
We are therefore re-printing the gist 


of these articles. 


The boys of Moore Cottage are re- 
joicing over the beautiful singing can- 


ary—given by Rev. R. B. Moore, D. D. 


Many friends and parents ask if our 
fruit, 
The article in 
Folks [nuter- 
An arti- 
ele at some future time on our ‘‘Satur- 
Night Store’’ 


money may be used. 


children may receive candy, 
cakes, ete., from home. 
“Our Little 


tain’? answers the question. 


this issue, 


day will explain how 


The mecting of the exceutive heads 
of the Sehool was held early this month 
and the plans and arrangements for 
Annual Meeting laid. We hope for a 


better meeting than ever before and 
although a great deal of material was 
sent to the St. Louis Exposition, we 
shall h 


exhibit of the work done in the 


ave an ample and characteristic 
differ- 
ent departments. 


Diplomas for Institutional Efiiciency 


were awarded to Mr. James Lomax, 
Miss Rhea Ruloff and Miss Mary F. 


Shissler, at the May employes’ meeting. 
All have been in the employ of the 
School for a number of years and the 
officers are glad to bestow this token 


of appreciation. 


Our paper is intended to give infor- 
mation concerning the Training School. 
There are many people, not only in 
New Jersey but elsewhere, who would 
be interested in our work if they could 
know more of it. If our friends know 
of any such they will confer a favor 
upon the Superintendent if they will 
send their names to him. Or, send 
twenty-five cents and have us mail 
‘*The Training School’’ tothem for one 
year. 


We hope that all our readers will set 
asice the date—Wednesday, June 8th, 
to attend the Annual Meeting of the 
Association. We shall weleome any 
friends who may be interested. 


ANNUAL DAY. 


The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of 
the Association of the New Jersey 


Training School will be held in Garri- 
son Hall, Wednesday, June 8th. 


It ishoped that a large number of 
the members will be present and that 
they will bring with them any friends 
who may become interested in the 
working of the School. 


There will be a display of the school 
work on the second floor of Garrison 
Hiall. The industrial work will 
shown in the Laundry and Industrial 
Buildings and the outside departments 
will exhibit near the New Stable. 


be 


The Cannery, Laundry and Shops 
will be working, the Merry-go-round 


and Cars running and the Main Cot- 
tages, Zoo and Barns open for in- 
spection and visitation. 

In the morning the Association will 


convene at ten-thirty. The reports of 
the Board of Directors, Board of Lady 
Visitors, Superintendent and Physician 
will be read. At this time also 
Directors and five Lady Visitors 
be elected. Luncheon will 
at noon. 


four 
will 


be served 


In the afternoon a short program 
will be rendered and thereafter time 


given for visiting the various points of 
interest. 





